
 

11333 N. Cedarburg Road 
Mequon, WI 53092-1930 

Phone: 262/242-3100 
 

www.cityofmequonwi.gov Parks and Forestry 
 
 
  

TREE BOARD 
Regular Meeting 

Thursday, April 16, 2026 - 6:00 PM 
North Conference Room 

 
 

Agenda  
1) Call to Order and Roll Call 

2) Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 a) Meeting Minutes of April 22, 2025 

3) Action Items 

 a) Granville Ridge Street Tree Approval 

 b) Riverland Meadows Street Tree Approval 

4) Discussion Items 

5) Adjourn 

  

  
DATED: April 9, 2026 /s/ Carol Bangs, Chair 

 
Notice is hereby given that a quorum of other governmental bodies may be present at this 
meeting to present, discuss and/or gather information about a subject over which they have 
decision-making responsibility, although they will not take formal action thereto at this meeting. 
Persons with disabilities requiring accommodation for attendance at this meeting should contact 
the City Clerk’s Office at 262-236-2914, twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the meeting.     
 
Any questions regarding this agenda may be directed to the City Clerk’s Office at 262-236-2914, 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM. 
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      11333 N. Cedarburg Road 

Mequon, WI  53092 
 Phone:  

 Fax:  

www.cityofmequonwi.gov  

 

TREE BOARD 

Tuesday, April 22, 2025 

5:30 PM 

North Conference Room 

 

Minutes 

1) Call to Order, Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Brickman at 5:30 pm.  

Present: 

Vice Chair Cheryl Brickman 

Board Member Karen Dredge  

Board Member Emily Gehrke  

Alternate Nancy Szatkowski  

Alderman Robert Strzelczyk -- Absent  

Chair Carol Bangs -- Excused  

 

Staff from Veridian Homes, City Forester Herlache, and Admin Assistant Schlereth were also 

present.  

2) Approval of Meeting Minutes 

a. October 8, 2024, Minutes 

 

RESULT: Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY: Board Member Gehrke 

SECONDED BY: Board Member Szatkowski 

AYES: Brickman, Dredge, Gehrke, Szatkowski 

ABSENT: Strzelczyk 

NOT PRESENT: Bangs 

3) Discussion Items 

a. Enclave at Mequon Preserve, Phase 8 

Discussion ensued about the grouping of trees or varieties spread out.  

The board approved the Enclave Phase 8 tree plan if Veridian Homes breaks up the groups of 

5 trees in a row.    

 

RESULT: Approved as Amended [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY: Board Member Szatkowski 

SECONDED BY: Board Member Gehrke 
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AYES: Brickman, Dredge, Gehrke, Szatkowski 

ABSENT: Strzelczyk 

NOT PRESENT: Bangs 

4) Adjourn 

a. Motion to adjourn at 6:00 pm 

 

RESULT: Approved by Voice Acclamation [Unanimous] 

MOVED BY: Board Member Szatkowski 

SECONDED BY: Board Member Brickman 

AYES: Brickman, Dredge, Gehrke, Szatkowski 

ABSENT: Strzelczyk 

NOT PRESENT: Bangs 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Ren Schlereth 

Administrative Assistant 
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11333 N. Cedarburg Road 
Mequon, WI 53092-1930 

Phone: 262/236-2914 
Fax: 262/242-9655  

 
www.cityofmequonwi.gov Buildings and Grounds  
  
TO: Tree Board 
FROM: Nate Herlache, City Forester 
DATE: April 16, 2026 
SUBJECT: Granville Ridge Street Tree Approval 

 
 
Background 
Bonnilake Real Estate, LLC submitted a street tree plan for Granville Ridge.  The property is 
located at 11449 N Farmdale Road, Mequon, WI 53097, northeast of the intersection of Mequon 
Road and Granville Road. The plans were designed by Milana Mrkalj, who is a landscape 
designer for Northern Exposure Landscaping. There are a total of 163 street trees proposed. 
 
Analysis 
The plan meets the requirements of Section 8 of the City of Mequon Policy Manual for Tree 
Protection and Preservation, including: 

• Installation within the right-of-way 
• Installation of a minimum of three (3) different street tree species 
• Adequate number of street trees for lineal feet of road 
• Trees selected from approved Street Tree List 

  
The plan does not meet the following requirements, and the applicant should amend the plan as 
follows: 
  

• Adjust diameter requirements. In the plant legend, the sizes of trees are listed as 2.5-3”. 
Trees are to be at least 3” in caliper, unless approved by Tree Board. 

• Adjust rate and spacing requirements. Tall grouping trees are to be 1 per 40 feet. 
According to the scale, there is 1 tree per 50’, not meeting spacing requirement. 

• 1” – 30’ scaled drawings. Currently at 1” – 100’.  

  
  
Staff recommends that the Tree Board consider a more flexible spacing scheme based upon 
Planting tall-growing street trees at a spacing of 40 feet, rather than 30 feet, is generally more 
favorable because it allows each tree adequate room to reach its mature size without excessive 
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competition or conflict (“Tall Group” Trees). Ultimately, 40-foot spacing supports healthier tree 
development, a more balanced streetscape, and lower long-term maintenance costs compared to 
denser planting.  If supported, the recommendation will be forwarded to Planning Commission 
for consideration. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
Street trees are a build and contribute asset for the City. The plan includes the following 
inventory of trees that will be dedicated to the City as a public asset: 
  
Species Quantity % 
Autumn Blaze Maple 13 7.98% 
Autumn Fantasy Maple  51 31.29% 
Chanticleer Pear 
(Median) 

4  2.45% 

Greenspire Linden 27  16.56% 
Kentucky Coffee Tree 6 3.68% 
Swamp White Oak 62 38.04% 
 
Recommendation 
The City Forester recommends that the Tree Board approve the Granville Ridge street tree plan 
subject to the following conditions: 
  

1. Prior to installation, the developer shall contact the City Forester or his associate to go 
out and inspect the quality of stock and proper installation procedures.  The City Forester 
or his associate will also be called out upon completion of the planting to ensure 
installation and staking is correct.  The developer will be charged a minimal fee for these 
inspections. 

2. Planning Commission approval of alternate spacing, as outlined in the report and 
represented in the plan moved for approval.  

3. Any tree that has died or is damaged beyond repair within maintenance period of 14 
months of planting shall be promptly replaced by the developer.   The replacement 
planting shall be of the same size and quality as the approved landscaping plan.   

4. Adjust trees to proper spacing of 1 tree per 40’. 
5. Adjust diameters on plant legend to 3”. 
6. Increase the proportion of Kentucky Coffeetree in the planting plan or consider 

introducing an alternative species to help reduce the currently high percentages of swamp 
white oak and Autumn Fantasy maple, in accordance with the Tree Board’s 
recommendation. 

 
 
Attachments: 
Granville Ridge L.1 
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11333 N. Cedarburg Road 
Mequon, WI 53092-1930 

Phone: 262/236-2914 
Fax: 262/242-9655  

 
www.cityofmequonwi.gov Buildings and Grounds  
  
TO: Tree Board 
FROM: Nate Herlache, City Forester 
DATE: April 16, 2026 
SUBJECT: Riverland Meadows Street Tree Approval 

 
 
Background 
Bonnilake Real Estate, LLC submitted a street tree plan for Riverland Meadows.  The property is 
located at 4001 W. Pioneer Road, Mequon, WI 53097, southwest of the intersection of Pioneer 
Road and Riverland Road. The plans were designed by Milana Mrkalj, who is a landscape 
designer for Northern Exposure Landscaping. There are a total of 135 street trees proposed. 
 
Analysis 
The plan meets the requirements of Section 8 of the City of Mequon Policy Manual for Tree 
Protection and Preservation, including: 
  

• Installation rate and spacing requirements 
• Installation within the right-of-way 
• Installation of a minimum of three (3) different street tree species 

  
The plan does not meet the following requirements, and the applicant should amend the plan as 
follows: 
  

• Adjust diameter requirements. In the plant legend, the sizes of trees are listed as 2.5-3”. 
Trees are to be at least 3” in caliper, unless approved by Tree Board. 

• 1” – 30’ scaled drawings. Currently at 1” – 100’.  
• Arrow pointing north. Arrow points east. 

 
 
Fiscal Impact 
Street trees are a build and contribute asset for the City. The plan includes the following 
inventory of trees that will be dedicated to the City as a public asset: 
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Species Quantity  % 
Autumn Blaze Maple  33 24.44% 
Bur Oak 26 19.26% 
Greenspire Linden 24 17.78% 
Shademaster Honey Locust 24 17.78% 
Swamp White Oak 20  14.81% 
Ivory Silk Lilac (median) 5 3.7% 
Autumn Brilliance Serviceberry 
(median) 

3  2.22% 

  
 
Recommendation 
The City Forester recommends that the Tree Board approve the Riverland Meadows street tree 
plan subject to the following conditions: 
  

1. Prior to installation, the developer shall contact the City Forester or his associate to go 
out and inspect the quality of stock and proper installation procedures.  The City Forester 
or his associate will also be called out upon completion of the planting to ensure 
installation and staking is correct.  The developer will be charged a minimal fee for these 
inspections. 

2. Any tree that has died or is damaged beyond repair within maintenance period of 14 
months of planting shall be promptly replaced by the developer.   The replacement 
planting shall be of the same size and quality as the approved landscaping plan.   

3. Adjust diameters on plant legend to 3”. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Riverland Meadows L.1 
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